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‘Setbacks, while frustrating and disappointing, 
often lead to greater achievements’ 

Thank you to all who participated in planning, discussion, and voting 
 
Adversity is one of life’s great teachers.  As educators, this resonates as 
we evaluate the August 30th election results. We are certainly 
disappointed that the bond measure only received 53.5% of the needed 
66.67% to move forward as proposed on the ballot, but as a school 
district, we respect the results of this election. Additionally, we 
appreciate all who participated in so many ways, including the 
thoughtful discussions during the past six months, and to those who 
voted. 
  
With this election now behind us, the question of the hour is: “Now 
what?”  
  
Our schools are still over-crowded.  Our district is still growing.  There is 
not another revenue stream we can use to construct new facilities.  We 
still have problems that need to be addressed and our kids are 
depending on us to do the very best we can. 
  
One of the great things about Middleton is its tenacity.  Tenacity can 
also be described as determination and persistence.  As a district we will 
remain tenacious in our approach to provide appropriate facilities for 
our students to learn. That does not mean that we will turn around in 
November and try to pass the same bond again.  However, the need for 
new school buildings is not going to go away and we have a 
responsibility to provide that for our students. 
  
The next steps, at minimum, will be as follows: 
1.      The morning of August 31st, district and school administrators met 
to discuss short-term and long-term approaches to the need for more 
space for our students, as well as the necessary upgrades that will be 
needed for our aging facilities. 
2.     All existing school properties will be evaluated for the use of 
portables as required to meet the needs of our students.  Modification of 
district-owned facilities for instructional spaces for students will be 
evaluated as well. 
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3.     The school board will meet on September 12th for its regularly 
scheduled board meeting and initial recommendations will be shared 
and discussed.    
4.     As a district we will reach out to registered voters in an effort to 
identify areas of the recently failed bond that were problematic. 

  
These steps are just the beginning.  If anyone in the community has 
additional thoughts or recommendations, I invite you to share those 
with us at mgee@msd134.org. 
  
I have said it a thousand times, and I will continue to say it:  Middleton 
is a fantastic community, and we have some of the best educators in 
the state and nation.  Setbacks, while frustrating and disappointing, 
often lead to greater achievements. 
  
That’s what we expect for Middleton and what we will keep working 
for!  
  
Meanwhile, we’ll continue to educate the community’s children and 
find a way to build consensus around the best way to provide 
adequate school facilities.  
 
Sincerely, 

 

 

Marc C. Gee 

Superintendent 

 


